
Subs. The annual subscription is 
now £10 to allow for the expenditure 
to provide for the New Anchor publi-
cation. The subscription helps to 
meet the costs of running of the As-
sociation and all  members of the 
ORA are asked to ensure that their 
subs are paid.   
Photos. If any member has photos 
from their  schooldays or of ORA 
functions, the officers would be  very 
interested in obtaining copies for use 
on oldrockferrians.com Web site. 
The originals are scanned and then 
returned to the member. Any other 
Memorabilia of School life such as 
School Trips would also be very wel-
comed 
Electronic Mail.  Please assist by ad-
vising your email addresses to the 
Hon Secretary,  at email address  
grahamlowther@btinternet.com the 
email address of the Chairman is 
georgebenson@talktalk.net 
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   VALEDICTION 
 
At the dawn of her creation,  
A sky still stained from recent war,  
Above a torn and strife -worn nation,  
The lamp of knowledge shone afar.  
 
For five and eighty changing years  
Through hopes of peace and conflicts 
won, And sacrifice both great and small,  
Like some brave ship, the school sailed 
on.  
 
Now, like the passing of a hero.  
We say, 'You've done enough, well done. 
Though you have gone from here for ever, 
Your spirit, while we live, lives on.'       

 

           Doug Griffiths  (45 -49) 



 
 
 
Hon Secretaryõs Report 
 
Our core activities, being the Annual Dinner, 
the Remembrance Service and the produc-
tion of the óNew Anchorô, have proceeded in 
time-honoured fashion. Following consulta-
tion, we decided that the word óNewô was 
now superfluous given that it is our 10th Edi-
tion, so we have renamed our publication 
óThe Anchorô followed by the year of issue.  
We appreciate that the Anchor was the title 
of the original magazine produced by the Old 
Rockferrians Association but trust that older 
members will understand the reason for the 
change of title. 
 
We welcome those new members from home 
and abroad who have contacted us during 
the past year, and remember fondly those 

who have passed away. 

 
 
 
Hon Treasurerõs Report 
 
The Annual Accounts are presented for your 
perusal and are hopefully self-explanatory. If 
any member has any queries regarding the 
details or overall financial position, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
The Website & Computer consumables item 
includes the Website costs for a 2 year pe-
riod. 
 
We would, once again, thank you for your 
support especially those who have donated 
over and above the subscription minimum. 

The names on ALL photographs in the 
Anchor are Left to Right, Rear to Front. 

2 

OLD ROCKFERRIANS ASSOCIATION 
ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDING 31 DECEMBER 2010 

Income & Expenditure Account 
 
Income 
         £  
 
Subscriptions and Donations  1562.00 
Profit on Sale of Books       55.00 
Annual Dinner    1280.00 
Building Society Interest        1.45 
      2898.45 

 
Expenditure 
 
Postages       150.58 
Stationery, Admin, Secretarial Exp   322.81 
Website & Computer consumables  374.04 
Annual Dinner    1325.50 
Printing of óNew Anchor 09ô    940.00 
      3112.93 

  Balance Sheet 
 
   Assets 
         £ 
 
Stock of Ties at cost       62.96 
Stock of Books at cost       25.00 
Building Society Account  2734.00 
Bank Account      552.48 
Printer       279.99 
      3654.43 
 

   Reserves 

 

Accumulated Fund 
 
Balance b/f     3868.91 
Excess Expenditure over Income   214.48 
      3654.43 



Abbott KN 48-54 
Almond  G     Governor 
Beard B 57-64 
Bennett PT Head 
Benson FS 46-51 
Benson GH 56-61 
Brown FE 42-47 
Burgess FP 50-56 
Butcher R 59-64 
Cameron Miss D 90-95 
Cameron L 53-58 
Carter AJ    ex Staff 
Coleclough N 47-52 
Davies JP 55-61 
Davis-Patrick B 51-56 
Eddowes E 55-60 
Eden  RV 36-41 
Evans Mrs M     Governor 
Fairhurst PG 44-50 
Ford  JA 51-56 
Furness JC 60-67 
Gardner B 56-63 
Greenly MA 46-53 

Griffiths WAD 51-59 
Hassall J former Head 

Heaps E 33-39 

Hersey S   Governor 

Hinds  LW 42-47 
Holford J 56-61 
Hurton B 41-50 
Jacks  KE 57-63 
Jenkins E    ex Staff 
Jones   AJ 58-63 
Jones CW 36-42 
Jones L    ex-Staff 
Lacey JI 41-46 
Leadsome  R 40-45 
Locke Mrs J 1984 
Looney A    ex-Staff 
Lowther D 57-60 
Lowther G 58-63 
Marl  J 57-63 
Murray A 48-54 
Nelson RF 48-53 
Newnes EL 35-41 
Ollerhead J Guest 

Oliver LT 53-61 
Orton  SJ 39-47 
Owen NB 41-46 
Patterson WG   48-53 
Pearson J 42-50 
Peers WA 58-65 
Percival J 56-61 
Ritchie L     ex-Staff 
Roberts G 43-51 
Roberts J 53-61 
Robinson L 38-43 
Swarbrick B 87-92 
Taylor BA 57-63 
Taylor PG 60-67 
Taylor S 58-65 
Thelwell  Arthur36-40 
Tilley  RN 56-63 
Underhill AT 47-52 
Wade D 49-54 
Wallace W 59-64 
Whitehead M 53-60 
Whyte RJ 42-47 
Wynn  D 43-48 
 

ANNUAL DINNERñ2010 ROLL CALL 

APOLOGIES 

Acres  JN 38-44 
Ainslie G 48-54 
Allen  S 82-86 
Austin EG 28-33 
Ball  BJ 44-50 
Bintley A W 45-53 
Blackwell A 54-61 
Blything D 43-51 
Bourne NR 42-47 
Brereton ME 58-65 
Brown FE 42-47 
Cairns PL 29-37 
Colley P 54-59 
Cook  R 57-61 
Dagnall KR 45-50 
Davies E 38-43 
Dawson RS 58-65 
Duffy  JT 49-54 

Duncan AH 43-49 

Elmer R Former Head 
Egerton E 45-50 
Exley  RC 43-49 
Fraser JD 31-37 
Greenly MA 46-53 
Greenly AD 44-49 
Green AB 44-51 
Griffiths D 45-49 
Hall  LC 43-49 

Hanson DW 43-49 
Hanson HP 39-47 
Hardy CH 48-53 
Harris CW 43-50 
Haynes HH 35-40 
Hinchliffe EB 40-45 
Hope  MG 51-58 
Hurton RC 45-53 
Ince  J 43-47 
Jones BTE 59-66 
Jordan D 75-79 
Lethbridge L 29-36 
Leyland KR 36-40 
Mann  Rev CP ex Staff 
Marshall AW 33-36 
Martin JF 50-57 
Mathieson GJ 58-64 
Millington FA 55-60 
Moore RB 32-37 
Murray T 48-56 
McDonough RW 58-64 
McPhie DW 39-44 
Nickson WR 31-37 
Parry  D 57-62 
Penn  TB 58-65 
Poole  DJ 51-59 
Porter GR 30-37 
Pringle RL 36-44 

Reid  DCI 51-58 
Rhodes GB 31-39 
Rigg  PM 57-64 
Roberts AN 56-63 
Roberts S 57-65 
Smith  EC 37-43 
Southall A 58-63 
Thelwell Alan 33-38 
Thomas BD 57-62 
Thomas JB 39-44 
Upton  C 38-43 
Valente A 58-63 
Vitty  S 70-75 
Walker MJR 43-48 
Westmore N 35-41 
Whitby DG 46-54 
Wildman A 42-49 
Wilkinson  J 52-59 
White   J 51-57 
Wilmott  JFC 40-45 
Wormald D 39-46 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10th April 
2010 
  
Present  
  
The Chairman, George Benson, the Presi-
dent, Peter Bennett (Head teacher Rock 
Ferry High School) together with other Mem-
bers and Guests as shown on the attached 
Roll Call. The Principal guests for the eve-
ning were former Members of Staff, Tony 
Carter-Head of Modern Languages (52-86), 
Elwyn Jenkinsï Deputy Head (53-89), John 
Hassall Former Headteacher (92-2000) Len 
Ritchie, Former Staff (59-71) Arthur Looney 
Former Staff (63-68) Les Jones Former Staff 
(64-66) J.P.(Phil) Davies Former Staff (64-
67) Old Rockferrian (53-60) . 
  
One Minute silence in memory of Old Rock-
ferrians who have died in the past year. 
  
Apologies for Absence  
  
As shown on the attached list. The Secretary 
would like to thank all those members who 
sent their apologies along with their subscrip-
tions and also those who kindly sent addi-
tional donations over and above the sub-
scription level.  
 
The Minutes of the Annual General Meet-
ing held on 25th April 2009 , a copy of 

which was forwarded to all Members in New 
Anchor 09 in March 2010 were taken as read 
and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 
There were no matters arising from the min-
utes. 
  
The Hon. Secretaryôs Report, which was 
forwarded to all Members in March 2010 in 
New Anchor 09 was noted. 
  
The Hon. Treasurerôs Report and State-
ment of Accounts, which were also for-

warded to Members with the New Anchor 09 
were approved. 
  
Election of Officers - The President advised 

that there had been no other nominations for 
Office and the following were therefore re-
elected: - 
  
Chairman   - George Benson (56-61) 
 
Hon. Secretary/Treasurer ï Graham Low-
ther (58-63) 

Any Other Business : 
 
Election of Ernie Heaps (33 -39) as a Life 
Vice President of the Old Rockferrians 
Association.  
 
The Chairman proposed that Ernie Heaps 
become a Vice Life President of the O.R.A. 
This proposal was seconded by the Hon 
Secretary/Hon Treasurer. On requesting the 
approval of the members, the proposal was 
carried unanimously. 
 
The Chairman reported as follows: 
 
As you are aware, Issue 09 of The New  
Anchor has again been printed professionally 
and we have also maintained it at 40 pages. 
Our responsibility is to spend memberôs sub-
scriptions economically and we obtained 
competitive quotes for the printing. We again 
achieved a saving in the printing costs of two 
years ago from £6.62 for New Anchor 07 to 
£5.53 for New Anchor 09.  
 
There being no other items the Meeting was 
closed by the Chairman at 7.55 pm. 
  
ANNUAL DINNER 2010  
  
The Chairman pronounced Grace. 
  
An excellent meal was served by the Golf 
Club comprising Spring Vegetable soup, 
Breast of Chicken Supreme wrapped in ba-
con and stuffed with brie with white wine 
cream sauce, Vegetables in Season, Roast 
& New Potatoes, Bread & Butter Pudding 
followed by Coffee and Mints. 
  
Toasts  

  
1) The Loyal Toast: The Chairman, George 
Benson (56-61) proposed the toast to the 
Queen.  
  
Stan Orton (39-47)  reported on Professor 
Miriam Allot, known to Old Rocks as Miriam 
Farris.  
 
ñThe first female to darken the portals of 
Rock Ferry High School for Boys apart from 
of course Miss Hughes, The Headmasterôs 
Secretary (I never knew her first name). 
Miriam will be 90 on 16 June this year and 
she is fading fast, bed ridden for quite some 
time. I called to see her yesterday and she is  
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a shadow of what she was when I saw her 
two years ago and cancer is taking its toll. 
She has been deprived of her telephone 
when it was discovered that she was ringing 
the Emergency Services up to 10 and 12 
times during the night with very petty re-
quests. I have promised to go and see her 
before I go back to Switzerland and have 
made a diary entry for 16 June.ò 
 
3) Toast : The School by S.J. Orton (39 -
47) 

Graham asked me if I would 
propose this toast, pointing 
out that this year was the 
85th Anniversary of the 
opening of the School, a fact 
that which was blazened 
across the front cover of the 
latest edition of The New 
Anchor which those of you 
who have paid your annual subscription will 
have seen. 
 
In view of the impending possible closure of 
the School I wonder who will close first - me or 
the School? 
 
I don't quite see the significance of 85 years. I 
couldn't find any gem stone for such a period 
but did come across a web page for an enter-
prising jeweller who favours diamond and sap-
phire for 85 years and more enterprising still 
for 100 years has - no doubt for sale - a 10 
carat diamond. It is however on 10th June this 
year that you will be glad to know is the 85th an-
niversary of the United Church of Canada. 
 
It will also be the 85th Anniversary of the Bell 
Telephone Laboratories amongst whose 
achievements are the transistor, touch tele-
phone, digital transmission and also laser 
which I am sure you all know stands for "Light 
amplification by Stimulated Emission of Radia-
tion". 
 
So let us look back on all the good times. We 
all have our memories of a certain period in 
the life at the School and mine were during the 
war years 1939-1947. I know it was a long stint 
but I spent 3 years in the 6th form not having 
been accepted for a place at University and 
awaiting call up for National Service. That took 
place on 5th November 1947 at the Dale, Ches-
ter, the Barracks of The Cheshire Regiment 
and who was the first person I should see but  

Len Robinson. My "Hello Len" received a 
rather frigid response as he was standing there 
with a couple of pips on his shoulder. 
 
Strange how school friendships last. It was 
when I revived the Association in 1985 that I 
asked Len to take on the job of Treasurer and 
so we served the Association, together with 
Arthur Rushton, for 16 years. 
 
Talking of school friendships, I am still in con-
tact with people who started with me in 1934 
at Mersey Park Primary School and one of 
them is here tonight - Ron Leadsome. Here's 
to many more years of friendship, Ron! 
 
There are some very strange idioms these 
days. One of the strangest is that place where 
in one breath I am being told - "now don't go 
there" and in the next breath - "I know where 
you are coming from". Nothing so straight for-
ward as the old "I know where I'm going and I 
know who's going with me -" 
 
Then there is the computer. 
 
They say it is like air conditioning. It works well 
until you start opening windows. 
 
There's the story of the chap who went for 
some technical support and was told to right 
click on the Open Desk top. OK he said and 
was asked if he got a pop-up name. No he 
said. OK says the support Right click again. 
Do you see a pop-up name now. The answer 
again was no.. OK said the Technical support, 
tell me what you have done up to this point. 
Well, he said, you told me to right click and I 
wrote click. 
 
Perhaps it's time to re-assess your relationship 
with your computer, when you find yourself 
when you get up in the middle of the night to 
go to the loo, switching the computer on to see 
if you have any e-mails. 
 
Getting back to School. How many of you re-
member Stoneleigh? Well, we were very fortu-
nate to find amongst the collection of memora-
bilia of the late Mr Davies-Shiel - Dick Spit to 
many of you, a beautiful painting - a water col-
our and we even traced the pupil who had 
done that painting and he is here with us to-
night - Mike Whitehead. I wonder if you re-
member painting it, Mike, and how old would 
you have been at the time?  
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Anyway the Association had it framed and pre-
sented it to the Headteacher. I sincerely hope 
that it is still in existence. 
 
Mike is also responsible for two memorable 
portraits commissioned by the Association - 
one of the late Arthur Rushton and one of my-
self on our retirement from office as Chairman 
and Hon Secretary. Arthur's son Gordon has 
his portrait and mine hangs in a prominent 
place at our house in Switzerland.  
 
I saw in The Telegraph the other day various 
comments from school reports. I remember 
well one that I received "Good but very prone 
to dissipate his attention.  
 
Some of the others, which you may have had 
on your own reports or as teachers you may 
have used them: 
 
He attended the lessons. 
He has an overdeveloped unawareness. 
I am sorry to say that he is doing his best. 
And a great one! The improvement in his hand 
writing has revealed his inability to spell.  
 
Or shades of our own French tuition: 
 
By the time he has mastered French he will be 
too old to cross the channel. 
 
You may or may not know the history of the 
School photographs that are in the possession 
of the Association. 
 
Well it goes back to 1989, the days of Head-
teacher Mrs J. Arkell who first came to the 
attention of the Association as Mrs J Arkell, 
SRN,. but when she arrived at the school she 
was now an M.Ed. - quite a transformation.  
 
She wrote in our illustrated history "With Oars 
and Sails" that her job initially was to present 
to all the staff her personal philosophy of edu-
cation and to demonstrate her belief and com-
mitment to Comprehensive Schools. In other 
words she was put in to do a hatchet job or as 
Graham said to me yesterday "Management 
of Change" 
 
 
It appears that her reading of all this was to 
get rid of all the old Grammar school records. 
One day our dear friend Elwyn Jenkins saw 
the Janitor - would that have been Mr  

Meeks?, carrying all those rolled photographs 
and when asked what he was doing with them 
said Mrs Arkell had told him to burn them. 
 
So Elwyn rescued them and gave them to 
the Association who had them framed. It was 
when Peter Nall was making enquiries about 
having copies made that he got in touch with 
a friend in Glasgow University who had them 
all put on disc and also found a system of pro-
ducing copies the cheapest being for 3 at a 
time. 
 
The originals have been placed in Wirral 
Council's archives and the copies that you 
see tonight are far clearer than the originals. 
Our Secretary has those discs for any member 
to borrow and the photos are available to 
view on the Associations web site. I know we 
all compliment George and Graham on the 
production of The New Anchor but the Asso-
ciation's web site is quite something else. It is 
a wonderful effort and one which I am sure 
we are extremely proud of and for which we 
are extremely fortunate to have two such de-
voted officers of the Association who have 
brought us into the 21st century. 
 
Before I finish I should like to mention a fa-
mous family in the life of Rock Ferry High 
School. The Furness family. 
 
John Furness was a Birkenhead Alderman 
and Chairman of the School Governors for a 
great many years and was remembered for 
the "Furness" Cup for Junior House 
Championship and the Mary Furness Memo-
rial Prize for Dramatics. 
 
He had 3 sons and 3 grandsons who went to 
the School and one of the grandsons, "Chris" 
is with us tonight. But it is the Kinship or fam-
ily relationship through Rock Ferry High 
School that is quite remarkable. Chris's 
mother was sister to an old Rockferrian, Ron 
Fairclough, his aunt Ruth was married to Old 
Rock Jim Sandman, Old Rockferrian and late 
Uncle George was married to Beth French 
whose brother Tony was Head Boy in the 
years 1945/46, Sadly George's son Michael, 
also an Old Rock, died last New Years Eve. 
 
Thank you for listening to my ramblings and I 
now ask you to rise and drink a toast to The 
School coupled with the name of the Head-
teacher, Peter Bennett. 
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  4) Response to the 
Toast óThe Schoolô The 
President, Peter Ben-
nett Headteacher, Rock 
Ferry High School  

(2000-) 

Thank you Stan for your 
toast to the School. I in-
tend to say very little  in this response as  I 
have reported to you  each year and be-
tween times I have informed our Chairman of 
significant developments. Currently, we are 
in a period of Formal Consultation and in the 
Newsletter you have in full the unanimous 
position statement of the Governing Body. 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURE 
 
There are currently 2,200 surplus secondary 
school places in Birkenhead/Bebington rising 
to 2,800. Rock Ferry High School is no 
longer viable in terms of new on roll or finan-
cial budget. The options are that the School 
will simply close or join with a school in a 
similar situation i.e. Park High School to form 
a new Academy. 
 
Currently the bone of contention is where the 
new Academy will be situated. As the Local 
Authority Review of Secondary School 
Places is extended to Wallasey and West 
Wirral, it is anticipated that there will be more 
school mergers. 
 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 
Rock Ferry High School carries on and, 
whatever happens, we expect to be teaching 
on the existing site until at least September 
2012. Children continue to delight us far 
more than they frustrate us. 
 
Sport  
 
In most sports in the past year we have won 
more than we have lost but overall it has not 
been an outstanding year with some notable 
exceptions. 
 
The Year 7 Rugby Team which is excep-
tional won the Birkenhead Park Rugby Tour-
nament and one of our boys who recently left 
the Sanderling Unit toured Australia with an 
England Schoolboy team. In a number of 
matches he was highest scorer and on three 
occasions was óMan of the Matchô. 

Performing Arts  
 
The School has flourished in the Performing 
Arts. Bugsy Malone staged at Christmas was 
massively enjoyed. It was as good a school 
production as I can remember. Next term the 
School begins a partnership with the Confu-
cius Centre at Liverpool University. Our 
teachers and pupils will work with Chinese 
teachers on a dance project which could see 
them performing in Bejjing in December. 
 
Last Summer Term, pupils entered a Na-
tional Competition sponsored by Chanel 4 to 
make short film on an educational theme. 
Several hundred schools took part. 
 
Our film entitled óMotivate Usô was shortlisted 
and pupils were invited to London to the 
Chanel 4 studios. We won the completion 
which was excellent and the film was subse-
quently shown on Chanel 4. 
 
However, perhaps the School is most proud 
of the achievement of a Year 10 girl pupil 
who was also summoned to London and re-
ceived an award. She was presented with 
the óPrincess Diana Award for Service to the 
Communityô. She had a friend, not at Rock 
Ferry High School, who was terminally ill with 
cancer. She was a constant and selfless 
companion to the sick girl and a tower of 
strength to the very end. 
 
It is appropriate that she received such a 
prestigious Award. 
 
Truly we do have some remarkable young 
people. 
 
The School looks forward to welcoming you 
for the Remembrance Service in November.  
 
5) Toast: óThe Old 
Rockferrians Associa-
tionô by Fred Benson 
(46-51) 
 
Mr. President, Mr. Chair-
man, Honoured Guests, 
and fellow Old Rockferri-
ans. 
 
The first I heard of The Old Rockferrians Asso-
ciation was about 1950 when a party was 
thrown for the boys to celebrate the 25th An-
niversary of the founding of the school. I re-
member that was the first time I saw Arthur  
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Rushton. Someone foolishly used the expres-
sion Bun Fight, and to our shame, food ra-
tioning still being in operation, that is how it 
finished with food being used as ammunition. 
 
My experience with the Old Rockferrians was 
through the Rugby Club when I would play 
for the School on Saturday morning and the 
Old Rocks 3 XV in the afternoon. After leav-
ing School, I was fortunate to meet and play 
alongside such stalwarts as Phil Mathews, 
Ernie Heaps, Bill Clare, (when he wasnôt 
swimming), Tony Hancock, Gerry Nolan, Bill 
Taylor, Brian Hurton, Tony Wilkinson, Glyn 
Roberts, Alan Wildman, and Norman Harri-
son.  
 
George and I were also involved in a small 
way building the road out to the clubhouse, 
and it was at one of these dinners that Peter 
Nall reminded me of how he and I struggled to 
light that little solid fuel boiler at 8.0 am on Sat-
urday mornings so that the teams could have 
a bath at 4 pm. I now attend the O.R.A. Din-
ners to have the pleasure of meeting up with 
old friends, particularly classmates Alan Un-
derhill, Dave Whitby, and Dave Nicholas. 
You may be asking yourselves why I am re-
citing lists of names of Old Rockferrians 
whom I have been lucky enough to know. This 
is because The Association is You, Me, It is all 
of us.  
 
George and Graham are doing a great job of 
carrying on the work of Arthur Rushton and 
Stan Orton and others before them, and they 
produce a first class magazine which keeps 
Old Boys in touch worldwide, they organise 
the Memorial Service and the Annual Dinner 
which gives us the opportunity to renew 
friendships.  
 
However, the fact that all of us regardless of 
when we attended Rock Ferry High School 
were lucky enough to belong to a School with 
so many committed staff and the sense of 
identity that they gave us IS THE ASSOCA-
TION!!!  - So let us raise our glasses and 
toast to óThe Old Rockferrians Association.ô 
 
6) Response to the 
Toast óThe Old Rockfer-
rians Associationô by 
the Chairman, George 
Benson (56 -61) 
 
Mr President, Honoured 
Guests and fellow Old  

Rockferrians, I thank you Fred, for your toast 
to the Association. On behalf of Graham and 
I, your positive comments are much appreci-
ated. The organisation of this function is 
something that Graham undertakes on our 
behalf because he feels that his efforts en-
able members to meet and maintain contact 
with fellow pupils of Rock Ferry High School. 
This was the original basis for the formation 
of the Old Rockferrians Association back in 
1927. He completes this time consuming 
task, in addition to co-editing the New Anchor 
and I would ask you to join with me in thank-
ing him for his hard work. 
 
Our President Peter has updated us on the 
current position in respect of the proposed 
future of Rock Ferry High School and we in-
cluded in New Anchor 09, the Position State-
ment by the Governors of Rock Ferry High 
School.   
 
Rock Ferry High School again hosted our 
Remembrance Service on Sunday 8th No-
vember 2009. Our President ensured that all 
our members felt welcome and the tea and 
biscuits were up to their usual high standard. 
Thank you Peter for your hospitality. 
 
Graham will be welcoming the Guests during 
his Toast to the Guests but, on a personal 
level I am delighted that a number of School 
Governors have again joined with us tonight.  
 
As you know, we have a number of members 
who live overseas and we have been asked 
by George Ainslie, John (Musher) Martin, 
Jamie White, Peter Colley, Hank Hardy and 
Keith Oliver to send their regards and best 
wishes to all.  
 
The New Anchor 09 has included some ar-
chive photographs from the Schoolôs 85 
years of existence together with tales of the 
Whit Tours 1928/38. Graham and I hope that 
you have enjoyed our efforts. We trust that 
you found ñWhere are they Now? Number 5ò  
interesting and we are always looking to ex-
pand the history of Rock Ferry High School 
and welcome anybodyôs tales of Rock Ferry 
High School or the ensuing years.  
   
Before closing, I pass our Best Wishes to all 
members of the Old Rockferrians Association 
who, due to illness, infirmity or distance are 
unable to join us tonight. 
 
I will now sit down and hope that you enjoy 
the rest of the evening. 8 



He hoped that they would continue to enjoy 
the pleasure of meeting and chatting with old 
school friends for the rest of the evening. 
  
The Chairman wished everyone a safe jour-
ney home, good health and happiness in the 
future and looked forward to seeing them 
again the Dinner in 2011. 
 

Historical Documents & Photographs. 
 
On the following pages we have attempted to 
sample the life of Rock Ferry High School 
during its earlier existence. We have used 
photographs featuring individuals who were 
part of the Schoolôs life. 
 
As time passes, the opportunity to obtain and 
copy original photographs will diminish. We  
ask all members who retain photographs and 
records to allow us the facility to copy them 
and build on the Archive information already 
available. 
     George Benson 
 

The Arthur Rushton Prize for 
Sport and the Stan Orton 

Prize for Music 2010 
 
As you may be aware, the O.R.A. instituted 
School Prizes to acknowledge the sterling 
work that our late Past Chairman and Hon 
Secretary did for the Association. 
  
The  Arthur Rushton Prize for Sport was 
awarded to Sean Tuohey and the Stan Orton 
Prize for Music was awarded to Sam Heller 

Tony Peers who travelled from Yorkshire 
brought his own overnight accommodation 
to the Annual Dinner. Will this set a future 
trend? 

7) Toast: óOur Guestsô 
by Hon Secretary/Hon 
Treasurer Old Rockfer-
rians Association Gra-
ham Lowther (58 -63). 
 
Graham welcomed our  
guests who included, 
once again, Elwyn Jenkins and Tony Carter 
who had both continued to support the Asso-
ciation for many years and long may they 
continue to do so. Former Headteacher, 
John Hassall was also welcomed especially 
in view of the illnesses he had suffered over 
the past few years. 
  
Unfortunately, Raymond Elmer was unable 
to be present on this occasion but hoped that 
he would be able to attend next year.  
 
Graham was delighted to welcome once 
again a group of teachers who taught along-
side Elwyn and Tony in the 1960's/70's. They 
are Len Richie, Les Jones and Arthur 
Looney. It was also kind of Old Rockferrian 
J.P.(Phil) Davies to volunteer to keep them 
under control, having taught alongside them 
at Rock Ferry High School.  
 
It was also pleasing to welcome several 
School Governors who had joined us for the 
evening and thanked Mrs M Evans, Mr G Al-
mond and Mr S Hersey for their presence. 
 
Graham expressed the hope that all our 
guests would be willing and able to attend 
our Dinner for many years to come, and 
asked the assembled throng should rise and 
drink a hearty toast to 'Our Guests.'  
 
8) Response to the Toast 
óOur Guestsô by John Has-
sall Former Head Teacher  
 
In responding to the Toast 
'Our Guests', John Hassall 
expressed his delight at be-
ing able to be present as he 
had suffered from ill-health 
during the year. 
 
He expressed his admiration for the editors 
of the New Anchor on another excellent pub-
lication which he was sure brought much 
pleasure to members all over the world. This 
brought the formal part of the evening to a 
close and the Chairman thanked the mem-
bers for their support of the Dinner.  
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Neville Owen, Jim Whyte, Ron   Bill Patterson Bob Nelson Barry Gardner Nev Tilley Tony Peers 
 Leadsome Stan Orton          Syd Taylor 

Roy Butcher Andy Griffiths Arthur Brendan Swarbrick Peter Fairhurst Mrs Janet Locke Les Cameron Miss 
  Looney     Stan Orton     D Cameron 

John Hassall Mrs M Evans Stephen   Eddy Eddowes Keith Jacks  Roy Eden Cecil Jones 
 Hersey Peter Bennett 

Peter Burgess Roy Butcher J   Brian Taylor Dennis Lowther Joe Tony Carter Chris Furness Phil   
 Ollerhead      Marl     Taylor Mike Whitehead 

 Glyn Roberts Ernie Heaps  Ted Brown Arthur Thelwell Jim Lacey  Jeff Pearson Derek Wynn 
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